In this issue, we are pleased to publish a consensus report from the National Ethics Committee of the Veterans Health Administration on the ethics of palliative sedation as a treatment of last resort. This is a superb piece of work and although you may not agree with all the conclusions, the article is well worth reading in its entirety.
Finally, please feel free to email the editorial office at robertenck@comcast.net to let us know what you think of these new changes, submit articles, letters to the editor, suggest new ideas, or whatever so we can continue the mission of the Journal, which is to provide sound scientific information applicable to caring for the dying patient at the bedside. T his past spring, Sage Publications acquired American Journal of Hospice & Palliative Medicine ® from Prime National Publishing Corporation. This change has significant upsides for the Journal; however, before we look to the future, a quick glance back is warranted. American Journal of Hospice Care was first published in January 1984 by Richard and Eileen DeVito, owners of Prime. Over the course of the next several years, the Journal became a labor of love for them despite the tumultuous national politics of hospice in the 1980s. Sensing the expansion of the hospice concept, the name of the Journal was changed in 1990 to include palliative care. Throughout the 1990s and the turn of the century, palliative care grew into palliative medicine and the name was modified to its current title, American Journal of Hospice & Palliative Medicine ® . So for the past 22 years, the Journal has remarkably mirrored ongoing advances in caring for dying patients, not only in the United States but throughout the world. With a measured effort, the Journal has avoided aligning itself with any one organization despite numerous flirtations. In this manner, we feel that we have been true to our readers by publishing unbiased science, free of attached strings or hidden agendas. Before we move to the future, we must express our heartfelt gratitude for the birth and nurturing adolescence of the Journal to Dick and Eileen DeVito. Now, it is our responsibility to continue the tradition of publishing excellence as the Journal grows into adulthood.
The color and format changes are a clear reflection of the Journal's new ownership. What is not so
